ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

Kansas prepared to exercise the right of popular
sovereignty.

In May 1856 the Kansas quarrel led to an in-
cident in the chamber of the United States
Senate which ranks as the third great event
which brought on the crisis. On May 19 Charles
Sumner, a Senator from Massachusetts and a
strong opponent of slavery and of slavery exten-
sion, made a speech on 'The crime against
Kansas/ There was much in the speech that was
true and some things that were not true. But the
speech contained some disgraceful personal
attacks upon Senator Butler, of South Carolina,
who xvas absent. Three days later, on May $2, a
young Southerner, Preston Brooks, a member of
the House of Representatives and a kinsman of
Senator Butler, walked into the Senate chamber
and attacked Senator Sumner as he sat at his
desk. He beat him over the head with a cana,
inflicting serious injuries, and Sumner was left
practically unconscious. The incident provoked
the most violent feelings in North and South.
The South welcomed Brooks as a hero. He was
presented with inscribed canes by his admirers
in South Carolina. In the North the resentment
was deep. Sumner was, next to Sewarcl, the fore-
most leader of the North, It has been declared
by a biographer of Abraham Lincoln, Albert J.
Beveridge, that the beating of Sumner by Brooks
was as much a factor in bringing on the Civil
War in the United States as was Uncle Tom's
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